Dvar Torah Outline — Hilchot Seder
Night: “/nip'®NX NDODN TNX 0D'0ON |'N,”
Drinking After Afikoman, and the Joyful
Avodah of the Night

Abstract

Rabbi Shulman explains the halachah of not eating or drinking after the fourth cup, rooted in |'N*
”,INIp'SX NDDBN TNX 0M1'LVON so that the taste of the NXN (as NDD |27PY 1O1) remains in one’s
mouth. He clarifies why the third and fourth cups do not contradict this rule—because they are
themselves mitzvah-drinking—and why additional flavored drinks (even more wine) are still
prohibited, with water as the primary exception. Rabbi Shulman concludes by emphasizing the larger
the seder night should be lived with :nInsimchah, clarity, and song, ideally extending through the
night for those able to do so.

|. The core halachah: preserving “nXn DVO” after
the fourth cup

A. The halachic statement (n"0 p1D)

« After 'v'a1 DI, one may not eat or drink so that the taste of the nXn remains.
* Rabbi Shulman anchors this in the Gemara’s formulation:
o "INIP'DNX N0DN INN D"'LODN |'NK“

= (One does not “conclude” after the korban Pesach with dessert/other foods.)

 Extension to our practice:

> Since we no longer have a NDO |21p, the nXn functions as NDD |2PY DT

B. Drinking is included (not only eating)

» Rabbi Shulman explains the logic:
> Just as eating other foods removes/diminishes the taste, drinking does as well.
* Framing:

> The problem is not merely “replacing” the taste, but diminishing it.




ll. The challenge: how can we drink cups 3 and 4
after eating? (1:00)

A. The guestion
» Rabbi Shulman raises the difficulty:
o If drinking diminishes the taste of nxn, then 'w*w DI3 (on |ITAN NJ12) and 'V*a1 OID (on YoN)

are both drunk after eating nXn—so why are they allowed?

B. The answer: mitzvah-drinking is different

* Key distinction:
° 0N NIXNT ,DNiN "IRW“
(It's different there, because those cups are a mitzvah.)

* Practical rule Rabbi Shulman extracts:
> The prohibition targets NiwN Y 0MAT (optional food/drink), not items consumed as part of

the mitzvah structure of the seder.

C. Brief note on 'w'nn DID
» Rabbi Shulman notes that there is discussion about a fifth cup, and frames its permissibility (on

the side that it is practiced) under the same principle:
o If it is treated as a mitzvah-cup, it would not violate the concern of “0D"'0Dn |'N...".

lll. Which drinks are prohibited—and why water is
different (3:39)

A. The baseline: other drinking is 1IDX after afikoman

* Rabbi Shulman summarizes:
> All other drinking is prohibited because it diminishes the taste of nxn.

B. Exception: water
» Reason given:
- Water has no taste, so it does not displace/diminish the taste of the nxn.

o "INIMI NXN OVL NX'XIN D1'X QYO DN |'RY |11
(Since it has no flavor, it does not remove the taste of the matzah, and it is permitted.)



C. The ruling of the Rif and Rambam: flavored drinks (including
wine) interfere

» Rabbi Shulman cites the psak that wine is prohibited after afikoman (beyond the required cups):

> Any drink with flavor will negate/diminish the taste of the nxn.

* He adds a clear application:

> Even “a few extra sips” of wine after completing the required cups would be TION, because it is
not part of the mitzvah.

D. Minhag framing

« Rabbi Shulman notes that this is presented as:

o 1IN 721 ANINN NIN DI
(This is the custom, and this is proper.)

V. The broader avodah of the night: telling the
story with joy and clarity (6:30)

A. The value of extended sippur yetziat mitzrayim

 Rabbi Shulman emphasizes:

> "nH"™HN YO D"MIxXN NN'X' DY NYITA NIXn®
(Itis a great mitzvah to tell of the Exodus all night.)

» Model from the Haggadah:

> The elders in p12 "2 who spoke all night until the time for yvnw NnX"p of the morning.

B. Realistic guidance: not for everyone

* Rabbi Shulman qualifies:

o This is for someone who is able to go without sleep—no expectation to “torture yourself.”

C. Experiencing the seder as personal redemption

* Inner posture Rabbi Shulman stresses:
> One should think/feel D"IXNN RX' XIN 19'XD
(as if he personally is leaving Egypt now).
* Mood:
> The night's actions should be done with nY1TA nNNW (great joy).



D. Strengthening “N'wi 59N” at the point of fatigue

» Rabbi Shulman notes a practical challenge:

> By Y9N time people are tired; wine/food weigh on them.

* His recommendation:
- Be ptnn the family before Y5 by explaining what is happening and helping everyone approach
with energy and intention—so it is done Y2N'IN1D.
* Goal:
> Singing with a clear mouth about the redemption:

= “1IONAW NDINAN DY NNN2 nbwa
(with clear speech about the redemption with which He redeemed us.)

V. Closing: marking the end of the section (11:30)

A. Concluding note

* Rabbi Shulman closes this unit with:

> "NDD YW NTANN XD TV“
(Until here is the Haggadah of Pesach.)

In Summary

» Rabbi Shulman explains that no eating or flavored drinking after the fourth cup preserves nyo
nxn, rooted in ”.NIp'®X hDDN 1NN D"'LVOHN |'N¥

« The third and fourth cups are permitted despite being after the meal because they are mitzvah-
cups (DN NIXNT ,DNN "IRYE).

» Water is generally permitted as it lacks taste, while wine or other flavored drinks are prohibited
beyond the required cups.

» The seder’s goal is not only halachic precision but living the night with simchah, personal
identification with redemption, and energized n1'wi Y0, ideally extending through the night for
those who can.
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