Dvar Torah Outline — Rabbi Shulman on
the Power of Torah Study: Reading,
Understanding, and the World’s Elevation

Abstract

Rabbi Shulman explains that while love and fear of Hashem are powerful internal “vehicles” for
spiritual growth, Hashem gave an even higher external "IN TINYN :'0. He outlines two (and then a
heightened third) levels within Torah study—simple reading, analytical understanding, and finally
grasping hidden depths—showing how each level produces a corresponding increase in personal
and proper ,NNV ,NWITP Rabbi Shulman emphasizes that Torah study must be done with .nmMdw
.and he concludes that Torah elevates not only the individual but the entire creation ,nalD

|. Torah as the highest “intermediary” to closeness
with Hashem

A. Context: contrasting internal vs. external means
« Rabbi Shulman situates this in T p1D, end of L NIN.
* In a prior section (N NIX), two powerful internal means were discussed:
° NIXQ' and NaNKX of Hashem.
* Now: Hashem provided an external means, higher than all others:

o ”.MIN TSN NINI ...O'YXNAKN IXY 20N NYYNY INATAY ...70aN' DX 122 N1 TN 'YXAN DINNIE

o Torah learning is presented as the strongest vehicle to come close to Hashem.

B. Why Torah wasn't listed first

» Even though it is the greatest, it is given from outside the person.
» Rabbi Shulman explains the framework begins with what is always internally accessible, then
introduces Torah as the supreme added 2.

C. Proof from the Gemara: Torah is “greater” than mitzvot

« Rabbi Shulman cites the famous debate: MIN TINSN vs. NIIXN.
« Conclusion attributed to NN :X2'pY 10 is greater because "NWyN *T'2 X'an MIN TINYN“—it
brings one to action/mitzvot.



D. Maharal: Torah is the “root,” mitzvot are “branches”

» Rabbi Shulman explains Maharal’s framing:
> Not merely: “you need to know halacha to do mitzvot.”

- Rather: Torah is the root-system; mitzvot are expressions/branches.

» Doing a mitzvah is bringing an aspect of Torah into the world; learning Torah engages the root
itself.

Il. Two categories within (3:32) NN TSN

A. First category: reading/learning at the level of words

 "TIN'N1 AN N2'N2 TNND ... NI'NA M XN

* Rabbi Shulman characterizes it as:

> Reading/pronouncing and basic comprehension (even “rote” familiarity).

B. Second category: understanding/analysis

* "N2OWNN N1'N121 wnl

* This is deeper: understanding how, why, what is being demanded, and conceptual clarity.

lll. Why Hashem gave m1In (and how it works):
with conditions (4:30) nINN N2IAD

A. Torah and Nevi'im as a divinely-prepared “compilation of words”

» Rabbi Shulman reads: Hashem, in kindness, composed and transmitted sacred text:

° "MINN 190 YYD 1211 11 D10AI ...0"NAT AN 119 12N AN' ITONA X NN D

» Extends beyond the Five Books:

°"0'N'1] M90 ...IMNNI*

B. The mnL ,nWITp :0'KIN, and NIID

* The spiritual effect depends on reading:

> "NMINLAI NWITPA®

°"NIAN' YN |IXQ NY'WY L..N2IDIN NIDN pAA
* Rabbi Shulman defines the terms:

o NWITP: recognizing Torah as set-apart/transcendent (more “soul-side”).



> NNNL: removing “icky” bodily/physical impediments (more “body-side”).

> NAID: learning as fulfillment of Hashem’s command, not like studying a neutral subject.

C. Result of this first level: major personal elevation

» Outcome of this kind of Torah reading:

o "TINNA TV DITA NinbwI narby nbyn 07T Yy 12 DXvn*

» Rabbi Shulman explains why it's phrased so strongly:

o All mitzvot elevate, but Torah does so in a uniquely high, distinguishing way.

V. The second level: effortful understanding yields
“perfection upon perfection” (11:03)

A. “NI>TNWN” appears specifically here

» Rabbi Shulman highlights the shift in language:

o For reading: you can reliably “complete” it.

> For deep understanding: there’s effort and no guarantee of success.

« "NINOY DY NINSY INIYTNWN 'DD N1p' ...NY'TAI...0N1ANA DTN M D¢

> One acquires an added level of perfection proportional to effort.

B. Differentiating the reward-logic of reading vs. understanding

* In the first level, the main qualifiers were:

°.NMID ,MnNL ,NYITP

* In the second level, a new variable enters:

> ny'Aony (toil), producing gradations of spiritual gain.

C. Rabbi Shulman’s framing: “the uncomplicated Jew” still achieves
much

* He affirms the power of basic Torah reading with sincerity.

» But emphasizes a higher tier exists through deeper, effortful understanding.




V. The “how much more so”: reaching hidden
depths—and a warning about (14:30) n>2p

A. Highest tier within understanding: D't D'N0D

» Rabbi Shulman reads:

> "0N'TI DNMND ...NY0WN DX VA DN DY D0¢

* This is the loftiest form of Torah understanding and yields the truest perfection.

B. Why one should not rush into n>ap

« Rabbi Shulman cautions: NY2p belongs to the “secrets” tier.

* If one lacks genuine understanding, merely reading terms yields little (and risks misunderstanding).

C. Supporting illustration: the Vilna Gaon on Arizal’s language

» Rabbi Shulman quotes the idea that Arizal’'s words are often analogical:

o Not meant at face value.

* Therefore, without comprehension, one isn't actually accessing the intended wisdom.

VI. Torah’s impact is cosmic: elevating the entire
creation (18:30)

A. Not only personal perfection

 Rabbi Shulman emphasizes the expansion from individual to universe:

° "MINYWN NYYN INXY DTN MIpY NN T RO

* Torah learning elevates:
> "NDIDAI NYHI NYID NXRNAN NIN'XNA®

> The whole creation, generally and in each detail, becomes elevated and perfected.

B. Shavuot timing as meaningful providence

» Rabbi Shulman notes it's striking they reached this topic right before Shavuot.

* He comments that such “alignment” can be read as a sign of divine |IX1 in their learning.




VII. A conceptual map: NYT ,nNNdN ,N1'2 in Torah
understanding (20:32)

A. Parsing “DN1an2” vs. “112 NoNY nn ny'1ar”

» Rabbi Shulman explains two components:

1. What was transmitted.received tradition — ("129 1NoOn*)

2. Understanding it.internal comprehension — ("0DN12n1")

B. Chochmah and Binah

* NNDN: what one receives from teachers/mesorah (data received).

* N1'2: processing and understanding that received content.

C. nvT as clarity and differentiation (illustrated by Havdalah)

» Rabbi Shulman connects NnyT to discernment:
- He references the Gemara’s logic for placing n>712an in the blessing of DTXY [3IN NNXY) NYT
('ny1
= Without Ny, you cannot distinguish (' 12n2) between things.
» Maharal’s definition (as Rabbi Shulman presents it):

o Knowing what something is and what it is nhot—its essential boundaries.

VIll. Ramchal’s standard warning: knowing terms
without meaning is “not knowledge” (25:30)

A. Quotation/paraphrase from Ramchal’s NI>'IN MMXN

» Rabbi Shulman brings Ramchal’s point:

- If one only knows names/labels (e.g., names of NIN'D0) without grasping their nature and
purpose:

=000 VT I Re
» True NNDN is:

o grasping the “712anN' INXY TID” in creation and NaNiN,

o until one truly understands the words of Chazal.



B. Balanced message: very high bar, but the greatest TV!

» Rabbi Shulman stresses two truths simultaneously:

1. The bar for nY2p is genuinely high.
2. It represents the highest NinYw to which a person should ultimately aspire—without self-
deception.

C. Practical guidance: build upward with real understanding

» Rabbi Shulman recommends a developmental path:
o start with accessible learning (e.g., Nna ,niwn),
o climb gradually,

> ensuring clarity at each step before moving higher.

IX. Closing note: Ramchal’s youthful brilliance and
early passing (29:00)

» Rabbi Shulman remarks on Ramchal’s young age and that he died around age 40 in a plague,
underscoring both the tragedy and the magnitude of his Torah output.

X. In Summary

« Rabbi Shulman teaches that "IN TINYN is the greatest means Hashem gave for closeness,
surpassing even mitzvot because Torah is the root that generates all action.

« Torah study has ascending levels: sincere reading with NIID/MNV/NWITY; effortful understanding
producing “NiN%w Sy NinYw”; and the rare mastery of secrets (“0'1I D'ND”).

« One should not rush into NY2p: without true comprehension, knowing terminology is “NY*T* IT |'X
"9

* Torah elevates not only the learner but the entire creation, and the processes of NVT-n1'2—NNdN
describe how transmitted tradition becomes internalized clarity.
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